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The 21st-annual 
Silent Night game 
tips off tonight at 
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Every year around this time in the 
semester, the Taylor student body 
packs Odle Arena dressed up in out-
rageous costumes, from ESPN anchor 
Scott Van Pelt to “Where’s Waldo,” to 
support their men’s basketball team. 
However, this game is like no other; 
this is Silent Night.
This year’s Silent Night is the 21st 
time the event has occurred. This 
event is now one of the biggest, if not 
the biggest, tradition Taylor owns. In 
fact, Silent Night has been featured 
for the last seven years on the sports 
news media station ESPN since it 
went viral in 2010.
Silent Night is well attended every 
year, and students highly anticipate this 
beloved game. The impact of this event 
goes well beyond the students, though.
“Silent Night is so big now that we do 
not need to promote it very hard,” said 
Sports Information Director Seth Mikel. 
“Media outlets typically approach us 
with requests for the event, and we 
do our best to accommodate those 
requests. We do still reach out to cer-
tain outlets each year to make sure the 
game is on their calendar and to make 
plans for how we get footage to them.”
Silent Night receives coverage on a 
yearly basis at this point. From CBS, to 
Bleacher Report, to ESPN, Silent Night 
is something people outside of Tay-
lor know about. ESPN filmed a feature 
video on Silent Night in 2015, and the 
video now has over 65,000 views.
Silent Night occurs the last Friday 
of the fall semester each year. Stu-
dents have spent countless hours 
studying already and need some way 
to get all their energy out. This is a 
harmless way to blow off some steam 
and have a fun time doing it.
“What Taylor is able to utilize — the 
Silent Night event and experience — 
to maybe (be) as a demonstration as 
to what community life and student 
life is about at Taylor,” said Director of 
Media Relations Jim Garringer.
Being the small institution Taylor is, 
it naturally does not get much of a na-
tional spotlight. This tradition gives 
Taylor the chance to show what life is 
like at the university. From this quick 
glance the world gets, it is easy to see 
how the university possesses a quirky, 
yet tight-knit, community.
A reason Silent Night is unique is 
because of the size of Taylor Universi-
ty. Illinois University has done a simi-
lar event to Silent Night to honor John 
Groce (’94), who was Illinois’ men’s 
basketball head coach. However, it 
still did not receive as much cover-
age as Taylor’s Silent Night.
As ironic as this sounds, President 
Lowell Haines has never been to a Si-
lent Night game. The tradition was not 
born yet when Haines was a student 
and faculty member at Taylor. Haines 
became president last year, however, 
on the night of Silent Night, he was in 
Pennsylvania for his doctorate work.
The uniqueness of this event is hard 
to overstate. Many people in the Unit-
ed States do not realize what happens 
on a tiny college campus in the mid-
dle of the cornfields.
“When you get to know Taylor, then 
you realize this is one of many really, re-
ally great events,” Haines said. “Every-
thing from Melon and Gourd, to MyGen 
or Airband, all that stuff you don’t find 
at a lot of Christian campuses or a lot 
(of) college campuses, period.”
According to Mikel, this game not 
only brings the Taylor community to-
gether, but there have even been sto-
ries of people coming from all across 
the country to check an item off their 
bucket list. Since tickets have never 
been sold in advance or online, it is 
hard to provide any hard data on how 
many people come and where they 
come from.
Head coach Josh Andrews believes 
Silent Night sells itself. Most of the Tay-
lor basketball recruits know about the 
game, and it gives them a glimpse of 
the community Taylor prides itself on.
“There’s a lot of pressure on our guys; 
it’s not an easy deal,” Andrews said. 
“You gotta get to 10 points. Sometimes 
with the way we started the game the 
past four years, you start wondering as 
a coach ‘Man, we may not get there by 
halftime.’ Everybody’s tense and it’s qui-
et and the whole deal, so there’s some 
pressure there; it’s fun pressure, though.”
According to Andrews, the fact Tay-
lor is known for this cherished tradi-
tion can be a pull in receiving new 
recruits. As a result, Taylor can use 
this as a selling point, not only for the 
basketball program, but for the uni-
versity as a whole.
The Taylor roster holds two 10th-
point veterans with junior guard 
Evan Crowe and senior forward Kea-
ton Hendricks.
The past two years, Crowe ended 
the silence with a three-point swoosh 
to send the crowd into chaos. With 
two Silent Nights down and two more 
to go, Crowe could match assistant 
coach Casey Coons’ (’12) record of 
hitting the 10th point for four years 
in a row.
“We have a lot of good scorers, but 
offense is always moving, and if I 
happen to be open then I’m going to 
shoot the shot,” Crowe said. “What-
ever is best for us.”
One of Crowe’s favorite parts of the 
night is when the team is warming 
up inside Odle Arena and seeing all of 
the students pour into the gym when-
ever the doors are opened.
In this year’s Silent Night game, 
Taylor will square off against Great 
Lakes Christian. The No. 12-ranked 
Trojans enter the game with an 8–3 
record and a perfect 20–0 record on 
Silent Night games.
Taylor will sport the same five start-
ers they did last year, which include 
Crowe, sophomore guard Mason De-
genkolb, senior guard Tim Fleming, 
junior forward Jake Heggeland and 
senior forward Keaton Hendricks.
Doors will open at 4:30 p.m. tonight, 
and for the first time ever, only stu-
dents with a ticket will be allowed to 
enter the game. Tip off is set for 6 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
Silence speaks louder than words
2017–18 Men’s 
basketball roster
11 Tim Fleming 
12 Pat McNamara 
13 Ryan Robinson 
15 Mason Degenkolb  
21   Evan Crowe                 
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(L to R) Mark Battles, senior Max Partain, 
junior Landry Long, sophomore Jared 
Davenport, Blake Whiteley and Teaching 
Assistant B.G. Moore all helped create the 
music video “Silent Night The Anthem.”
Read about students’ 
motivation to take 
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Before the crazy outfits, storming 
the court when the 10th point is 
scored and ending the night by cel-
ebrating Holidays with the Haines, 
the Silent Night basketball tradi-
tion was very different. When Si-
lent Night was still a new idea 
being instilled as a tradition, stu-
dents would wear pajamas to the 
pre-finals basketball game and go 
to the Hodson Dining Commons 
afterward for hot chocolate and 
to listen to President Emeritus Jay 
Kesler read aloud “The Night Be-
fore Christmas.”    
For Tab Bamford (’02), his fresh-
man year basketball experiences 
were much different than now.
“When I was a freshman, the av-
erage student crowd for non-Silent 
Night home basketball games was 
about 10,” Bamford said. “I was ac-
tually asked to not come back my 
freshman year because I was too 
loud with the one other guy that 
was cheering at the game.”
The men’s basketball team was 
improving during Bamford’s sopho-
more year, with some players living 
on the same floor as him in Sam-
uel Morris Hall. As a result, Bam-
ford and some friends decided to 
get a little more creative with their 
cheering and support. 
By Bamford’s junior year, the men 
of Samuel Morris supported their 
floormates at games by carrying 
couches across campus to set up on 
the baselines. The basketball team 
had become nationally ranked that 
year, and games had turned into a 
campus event. Students would at-
tend some games wearing pajamas 
and cheer loudly. However, in 1999, 
the tradition of cheering was about 
to drastically change.
“ The guys in Centre Morris 
(Sammy ll and The Brotherhood) 
decided to elevate the idea of pa-
jamas,” Bamford said.
Bamford dressed in a cardboard 
box hanging around his waist by 
suspenders. The box read “cen-
sored.” Despite weather being 
about 20 degrees with snow on the 
ground that night, he didn’t wear 
a shirt and wore only crocs on his 
feet. Other guys were dressed in un-
usual outfits: a cow suit with The 
Moo, ridiculous tutus and oth-
er outfits assembled from things 
found in the storage of Samuel 
Morris Hall. The men even made 
signs to go along with their loud 
cheering and talked to opposing 
team players during warm-ups and 
free throw shots.
During halftime, President Emer-
itus David J. Gyertson approached 
Bamford. Bamford and his friends 
were confident Bamford was going to 
be asked to leave for the rest of this 
basketball season, too. Instead, the 
president said how his wife found the 
costume funny and actually wanted 
a picture — beginning the crazy cos-
tume tradition of Silent Night that 
expanded drastically to the basket-
ball game played the Friday night be-
fore finals week each winter.
Bamford doesn’t credit himself 
for this tradition of crazy cheering 
and costumes, but to every man 
who got involved that night.
“We had a magical group of guys 
on Sammy II and the Brotherhood 
during my time on campus (1998–
02), and had some tremendous 
guys come after us to continue ele-
vating the tradition,” Bamford said. 
“It went from a fun little thing into 
a nationally known tradition over 
the course of almost 20 years — all 
I/we did was add a humor element 
and a whole lot of noise.”
The costume that started as a 
cardboard box and suspenders 
has now evolved into historical 
movie costumes like “Braveheart,” 
Christmas characters from “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas” and 
even play-on-words costumes like 
“raining three’s.”
The student body stands together 
silently in Odle Arena, and as soon 
as the 10th point is scored, they 
scream and shake the bleachers, 
cheering on their fellow students.
“I think the experiences were 
more memorable than the cos-
tumes,” Bamford said. “I just re-
member the thrilling games, guys 
on the opposing team not being able 
to keep a straight face while trying 
to shoot free throws because of 
what we were saying to them and 
just really good people on the team.”
Bamford has not made it back 
to a Silent Night game since he 
graduated, but hopes to be able 
to someday.
This year’s Silent Night game is 
tonight at 6 p.m., as the Trojans 
host Great Lakes Christian.
echo@taylor.edu
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Exploring the hobby life 
of professor Dale Keller
Kassidy Hall 
Contributor
Dale Keller, co-chair of the communi-
cation department and a professor in 
communication, bought his first car 
when he was 13 years old.
With a laugh, he explained that he 
worked on it for three years so that 
when he became 16, he would be able 
to drive it to high school and take his 
date to the basketball game.
Keller grew up in a car family. He 
lived in Arizona, where his father 
managed a proving grounds for Ford 
and other automobile companies.
Under the mentorship of Keith 
Young, an older family friend, Keller 
began to learn the ropes of the car cul-
ture he grew up in from a young age.
“(Young) built an extra garage in his 
backyard,” Keller said. “With this first 
car, I learned about engines and rebuilt 
an engine for my first car, which was 
a 1957 Ford Ranchero. He would take 
me through the process of not only 
showing me, but having me do differ-
ent things so I would get my hands and 
actions involved with the project.”
Today, Keller and his wife own mul-
tiple cars, all of which he likes to im-
prove when necessary. One of his 
recent projects included putting spe-
cial wheels, side moldings and a new 
grill on his wife’s car, as well as redo-
ing some of the interior.
Both he and his wife own a per-
sonal car, but Keller also owns what 
he likes to call his “hobby car,” a 1983 
Chevrolet El Camino. Set apart from 
his personal vehicles, Keller’s hobby 
car is an old model which requires 
an increased level of maintenance.
“It’s an old car and the tendency 
is, if I don’t keep up with it, it’s gon-
na fall apart and not run anymore,” 
Keller said. “During the nice months 
of the year, I drive it quite regularly. 
It’s a kind of therapy, to tell you the 
truth. On the weekends, I like to find 
places where I can just drive, turn on 
the stereo and see the scenery.”
The El Camino was purchased after 
Keller finished his doctorate. Keller’s 
wife encouraged him to buy and work 
on the old car as a way to celebrate 
Keller’s hard work and because she 
knew cars were important to him.
Inside his hobby of working on cars, 
Keller finds connections between 
how he spends his free time and how 
it impacts other areas of his life.
“I’ve learned the importance of con-
sistency,” Keller said. “Such as making 
sure all the vital parts like the braking 
system and the cooling system and 
the air conditioning are working cor-
rectly, and keeping up with those. I 
think there’s a good parallel there be-
tween our lives and discipline. Also, 
as I get older, there are some parallels 
between the maintenance — taking 
care of the things that you need to — 
but also realizing that the ’83 El Cami-
no is not something that is from 2015.”
Even since graduate school, Keller 
has practiced managing his time to 
allow himself the freedom of enjoy-
ing cars and other things important 
to him. He doesn’t ignore his respon-
sibilities that need to be taken care 
of, but recognizes he also has other 
things in his life that require putting 
school or the demands of life on hold.
Keller said his hobby with cars is 
very important to his mental health 
and hopes it is even something that 
makes him into a better professor.
“In our culture, you ask someone, 
‘tell me about yourself,’ and they tell 
you about what they do — which is an 
important part of our culture — rath-
er than who they are,” Keller said. “For 
me, spending time in things similar to a 
hobby that you enjoy can actually help 
to renew and revitalize you even though 
another part of your brain is probably 
telling you that you’re wasting your time.”
ech0@taylor.edu
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Baseline couches to national tradition
Driving 
through life
 Students, wearing costumes for Silent Night, stay silent while they await the 10th point. 
The interior of professor Dale Keller’s  
1983 Chevrolet El Camino shows the 
quality, care and comfort the car provides. 
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“For me, spending time in things similar to 
a hobby that you enjoy can actually help to 
renew and revitalize you even though another 
part of your brain is probably telling you that 
you're wasting your time.”
Driving through life
The Christmas light 
show road trip map
Enjoy the light 
shows nearest to 
Taylor University
Need a cheerful, Christmas de-stress 
activity? Try visiting all the Christ-
mas light shows around East Cen-
tral Indiana.
First stop, there will be the Walk-
way of Lights on a three mile stretch 
by the Mississinewa River.
Next will include the drive through 
light show located in Kokomo’s High-
land Park.
Sharpsville is another light show 
near Kokomo including a light up 
candy cane pinwheel.
“Light Up the Park” is the next light 
show in Elwood, Ind., lighting up a lo-
cal farm.
The light show in Noblesville, Ind., 
is put on by the local farm equip-
ment store.
Don’t miss the bright finale to the 
light show: the Circle of Lights in 
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What does 
diversity really mean? 
More than you think
Hannah Stumpf
Life & Times Co-Editor
On Nov. 16, Indiana Wesleyan Univer-
sity (IWU) hosted Passport to Culture 
from 6 to 9 p.m. The event was host-
ed by IWU’s Cultural Ambassadors, a 
group comprised of eight students, 
similar to Office of Intercultural Pro-
grams (OIP) or Taylor World Out-
reach (TWO). Passport to Culture was 
the largest event the group hosted 
with a total of 58 booths and hun-
dreds of visitors. The event, while 
being hosted in the university’s gym, 
was also opened to the greater Mar-
ion community.
The event included booths for food 
and information, cultural demon-
strations such as dance and sushi 
making, as well as a prayer room de-
voted for reflection on current global 
issues. This event differs from others 
IWU’s Cultural Ambassadors host be-
cause they are typically more focused 
and smaller in scale.
Every day, there seems to be 
another global issue or tragedy 
making headlines. Given the cur-
rent global state of political unrest 
and natural disasters, sometimes 
it can be hard to regroup and refo-
cus. IWU senior Moriah Hazeltine, a 
member of the Cultural Ambassa-
dors, says the group’s focus this year 
has been to take small steps to make 
big changes.
“You know, it can be easy to get 
caught up in (global issues),” said Ha-
zeltine. “. . . we do talk about those 
in our team meetings and try to talk 
about them in our events, but also 
this year we’ve been focusing in more 
locally and . . . how can we have real-
ly good conversations with someone 
that would change their perspective 
on an issue, engaging and listen-
ing with people instead of trying to 
change the whole world.”
This year, the goal for the Cul-
tural Ambassadors is to take this 
more step-by-step approach and 
apply it on a personal level. By giv-
ing the IWU and Marion communi-
ties tools and outlets, the Cultural 
Ambassadors hope that change will 
occur incrementally and add up 
to something greater. The group 
hopes to represent their mission 
statement of “diversity, equity, and 
justice” in intelligent conversation 
with people of different worldviews 
in a way that credits their person-
al experiences.
But what, exactly, does diversi-
ty mean? The event hosted booths 
from many different countries, and 
also some that may not be the first 
to come to mind. There was a table 
on Amish communities and Messian-
ic Judaism. Interestingly, there was 
also a table dedicated to learning 
disabilities and the cultural diversi-
ties it bring to the classroom and life.
IWU freshman Makayla Kujawa, an 
exceptional needs psychology major, 
presented her booth on dyslexia as 
part of a class project.
“What I’m doing is taking people 
through simulations to kind of show 
them what it would be like if they 
were in a classroom and they had 
one of these things and how much 
more difficult it is for them to be able 
to learn,” Kujawa said.
This caused many reactions from 
the participants of the event. Many 
who participated in Kujawa’s sim-
ulations said they would not being 
able to complete the tasks with the 
addes disability simulation. This is 
the reaction Kujawa and her class-
mates were aiming for. This accom-
plishes the Cultural Ambassador’s 
goal of stimulating conversation 
with people of different worldviews 
in order for people to see a situation 
in a new light.
Of course, all of this has a biblical 
goal: cultural reconciliation.
“Our work has to have a biblical 
foundation and the work of recon-
ciliation has to start with the Bible 
because if it doesn't, it's just emp-
ty, and it doesn't end up having an 
effect on the systems that are in 
place in our world,” Hazeltine said. 
“Jesus didn't just come to save the 
lost, and lift up the poor and needy 
and downtrodden, but also demol-
ish the systems that create the poor 
and downtrodden.”
echo@taylor.edu




Christmas lights glimmer. Open hous-
es abound. The smell of hot cocoa 
and peppermint wafts through the 
air as Christmas carols drift from the 
Smith-Hermanson Music Center. It’s 
that time of year again.
FINALS.
For many, “Jingle Bells” and gin-
gerbread might elicit joy, but for the 
Taylor student, they are harbingers 
of doom. The bustle of open houses, 
Christmas performances and even 
Silent Night only serve as distrac-
tions, like medieval citizens hold-
ing posies to their noses to mask the 
smell of the Black Death. But when 
was the Black Death? How many 
people died? If Thomas Aquinas 
had the Black Death and walked at 
4.9 mph for 300 yards while carrying 
a copy of “Life Together” during his 
aerobic walking course, how many 
seconds would it take to create in-
tentional community?
You better know. It will be on 
the final.
How to survive? Finals are de-
signed for one purpose: to drain the 
souls of students. Every word stud-
ied, every answer circled, every sen-
tence scratched, sucks a sliver of 
life from the student. It has not yet 
been discovered who is behind this 
evil scheme, but all of Taylor’s cam-
pus suffers.
We are  in  th e  mi d st  of 
the Finalpocalypse.
But fear not! As there are guides to 
the zombie apocalypse, here I provide 
survival skills for conquering finals. 
There are three ways to survive: fight, 
flight or hide.
First, you can hide. Some students 
do this in the form of sleep. If you 
stay in bed, the Black Ink Death, also 
known as Final Fever, may take lon-
ger to find you. However, the Finalpo-
calypse is dangerous. Hiding in bed 
may not be enough. Some students 
have come up with even better strat-
egies. They stake out study rooms to 
convince the Black Ink Death they are 
serving the evil scheme, but instead 
they sleep with a textbook for a pil-
low. This is a wise tactic indeed.
If hiding doesn’t work, you can 
fight. Fighters are easily identified. 
Look for the telltale signs of shak-
ing limbs from too much coffee and 
bloodshot eyes from staring at end-
less pages of notes. Fighters attack 
their notes relentlessly. Some flip 
through the pages so quickly they 
don’t comprehend what the words 
are saying. This is an excellent way 
to confuse the Black Ink Death. Oth-
ers stare at one page for hours and 
memorize it in its entirety. This pre-
vents any other page from sucking 
their soul. However, most evident 
are the bravest, those who try to at-
tack all their finals. No man or wom-
an is strong enough to stand up to 
the Finalpocalypse in its entirety. 
These students will often be found 
sobbing in the fetal position in the 
middle of the library. Avoid them. It 
could be contagious.
Some opt to indulge in flight. The 
tactics of the absconders are diverse. 
Some flee to the hills of Netflix, hop-
ing to numb themselves before the 
Black Ink Death wraps its icy fingers 
around them. Others attend every 
open house and every event. You’ll 
find them at Jay’s at two in the morn-
ing. Their crazed laughter gives them 
away as fugitives from the oppression 
of the Finalpocalypse. Some will ob-
sessively clean or pursue otherwise 
onerous tasks in an attempt to flee 
the misery of the Black Ink Death.
All of these strategies may help, but 
inevitably, the Finalpocalypse does 
come. These tactics only serve to pre-
pare the student for the final battles. 
On your way to the battleground, you 
may want to gear up. Some don ri-
diculous costumes in one last act of 
rebellion against the oppression of 
seriousness. Others more practically 
sharpen at least five dozen pencils to 
a perfect tip and line them up on the 
desk. Then, the end comes.
The final will naturally be at least 
twenty-five times harder than the 
class itself while covering the same 
information. At this point, hope-
fully you have not paid attention in 
any class or read any of the resourc-
es during the semester, as this will 
certainly not help you. Cramming is 
clearly the best tactic.
During the test, realize the fate of 
the world rests on your shoulders. Re-
member, your performance on your 
finals will determine the course of 
your life. If you fail a final, you might 
as well pack up and find yourself a 
cardboard box in which to live out 
your days under a bridge. Everyone 
you know will of course hate you for 
failing a contrived measure of factual 
retention, so you will have no friends 
or family. You will be so devastated 
that you will most likely sob for the 
rest of your miserable life.
Do not let this happen. Follow the 
advice of the Taylor Survival Guide. 
Go forth and conquer the Finalpoc-
alypse! And have a Merry Christmas 
while you’re at it.
echo@taylor.edu
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IWU’s Passport to Culture sparks conversation
How to survive finals
Different flags displayed at the event represent several cultures.
Participants served food from 
their representative countries.
T A Y L O R  U N I V E R S I T Y 







“Jesus didn't just come to save the lost . . . 
but also demolish the systems that create 
the downtrodden.”
IWU’s Passport to Culture  
sparks conversation
@geofferytimothy
I am forever grateful for this place. #tayloru
@rescuedremedyrottie
Christmas is just 20 days away. someone make sure to 
tell Santa that I've been great this year. #tayloru
@sd_port_27
Whether you need a hat for silent night, or you need 
a hat to keep you warm for Taylor's first snow, @
taylorcampusstore has your needs covered. #Tayloru
@tayloruniv






“She will woo you with 
her knowledge of Netflix, 
passion for carrots 




“Am I? Am I bald? Bald? Bald 
doesn’t run in my family. I’m - I’ve 
got a full - my hair is fuller than - I 
got a full head of hair, dude, don’t 
- don’t believe it until you see it.”
Biweekly
Across
3. The main character from "The Nightmare 
Before Christmas" (last name only)
6. Writer of "National Lampoon's 
Christmas Vacation" (last name only)
8. The store that Buddy the Elf gets a job at
9. This town featured in "How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas" is based on the 
town Easthampton, Massachusetts 
(near where Dr. Seuss grew up)
11. The character who tells Charlie Brown 
what Christmas is all about (first name only)
13. The actor who plays the Grinch 
and also plays Scrooge in the 2009 "A 
Christmas Carol" (first and last name)
Down
1. The first name of George 
Bailey's guardian angel
2. The director of "A Christmas 
Story" (first and last name)
4. Santa's name in "Miracle on 
34th Street" (first and last name)
5. Marv's last name in "Home Alone"
7. The song sung by characters 
Betty and Judy in "White Christmas"
10. Rudolph's friend who wants 
to be a dentist instead of an elf
12. The number of characters 
Tom Hanks plays in "The 
Polar Express"Charlie Brown 
what Christmas is all about 
(first name only)
13. The actor who plays the 
Grinch and also plays Scrooge 
in the 2009 "A Christmas 
Carol" (first and last name)
tiff‏ @tiffanyrogerss
hey just a heads up, if you decide 
to wear shorts/t-shirt’s around 
campus when it’s below 30 
degrees, you aren’t impressing 
anyone. you just look cold. 
#tayloru
Olivia Miller‏ @OliiviaaMillerr
December 1: The mice have 
invaded my room. I did not ask 
for this. Christmas is cancelled. 
#tayloru
Jack McNeil‏ @jack_mac34 
Chick-fil-A might be out of Chick-
fil-A sauce. But, we have all the 
Chick-fil-A sauce anybody would 
need in our fridge. If anyone 
needs it hit me up.  $5 a pack 
#TaylorU
Hannah‏ @hannahqu33n   
When you realize that snowflakes 
are really just nature creating a 
vector field of wind flow #tayloru
Aubree DeVisser‏ @aubree_dv   
Relationships are like 2nd 
East Olson’s automatic toilets. 
Sometimes they work, most of 
the time they don’t. #tayloru
Madeleine Burkholder 
@MBurkholder16
am I mentally okay or am I just 
accepting my current mental state 
as okay? #tayloru
Tobi Ballantine‏ @tobiballantine
One time I heard that Taylor 
doesn’t have mandatory chapel 
because there aren’t enough 
seats for the entire student body 
so don’t get too cocky about that 
freedom #tayloru
Kristen Miyakawa @kristenmiya
If all else fails, the DC has bacon 
bits. #tayloru
In last week's edition of The Echo, there was a mistyped 
word in the story "President passes new purple palette." 




A blend of syncopated beat and cre-
ative invention, Brazilian music is 
like no other sound on the planet. 
This coming spring semester, ad-
junct music professor Bruno Mo-
dolo Cabrera plans to bring this 
daringly distinctive sound to Tay-
lor University.
Cabrera will be starting a Brazil-
ian music group within the music 
department, open to all students 
no matter what their musical back-
ground. Its goal: to diversify the un-
derstanding of music for students.
When one pictures Brazil, im-
mediately vibrant colors of green, 
yellow and blue come to mind. Bra-
zilian music is no different. In three 
words, according to Cabrera: fun, 
dance and joyful.
Senior Carolina Ortiz from Ecua-
dor echoes Cabrera’s description:
“It is super happy (and) upbeat, 
very similar to (Ecuador’s) music,” 
Ortiz said. “(Ecuador’s) music is 
so diverse; it differs from the coast 
to the land to the Amazon, but it 
is something that (Ecuador and 
Brazil) both have in common: that 
it brings you joy . . . and we like to 
dance to it.”
Although Cabrera, a native of St. 
Pablo, Brazil, grew up hearing Bra-
zilian music all around him — in 
the grocery store, on the street, in 
restaurants — he didn’t come to 
love it until he began to teach it.
Cabrera’s real journey of teach-
ing Brazilian music began when 
he moved to Indiana seven years 
ago to earn his masters at Indiana 
University. 
“It wasn’t even an idea when I 
started my doctorate,” Cabrera said. 
“I took a class on the psychology of 
music and used those ideas to teach 
a method book, ‘Pedagogy for Drum 
Set’, . . . I (then) expanded that to 
(teaching) non-natives in general.”
With over 15 years of drum teach-
ing and four in percussion teach-
ing and a master’s degree under 
his belt, Cabrera ended up shaping 
his entire dissertation around the 
concept of teaching Brazilian mu-
sic to non-native Brazilians. Taylor 
will be his third school where he has 
begun a Brazilian music group, fol-
lowing Indiana University and Ball 
State University.
Cabrera has found the hardest 
parts for non-natives to under-
stand are the syncopated rhythm 
and cultural aspects of the pieces 
played. Yet with a little help and a 
lot of practice, Cabrera is excited to 
see this new group form at Taylor.
“I wished I played an instru-
ment well enough to join,” said se-
nior Michael Snyder, who spent 
most of his life in Cuiabá, Brazil, 
as a missionary kid. “One thing I 
like about (Brazilian music) is the 
wide range of instruments used and 
their interchangeability.”
Growing up with Brazilian music, 
Snyder noticed how calm the vocals 
were, while simultaneously, the en-
ergetic beat makes one feel the need 
to dance.
Cabrera can’t wait to share 
his culture with as many people 
as possible.
Practices for the new Brazilian 
music group will be every Tuesday 
from 7-9 p.m., with the hopes of a 
five to 10 song concert at the end 
of the semester. Email brunopiap@
gmail.com for more details.
echo@taylor.edu
Warm Christmas lights, vintage ta-
bles set up in a bright garage and 
cheery holiday Christmas music 
playing in the background all pro-
vide the backdrop for Upland’s 
pop-up holiday shop, Second Fiddle.
Started in 2011 as an Etsy busi-
ness, Second Fiddle has grown and 
morphed over the years, while still 
maintaining its essence: quality 
handmade and vintage goods with 
a homestyle creative touch.
Owner Tammy Neel and her hus-
band, Rob Neel, have been an inte-
gral piece of Upland for over 15 years. 
Their children attended Taylor, and 
Rob Neel is the local pastor of Upland 
United Methodist Church. Since its 
beginning, Second Fiddle has given 
all its profits to support RedBarn, a 
local youth center.
Second Fiddle opened in 2011 as an 
Etsy business and has been a pop-
up ever since. Although Upland can’t 
support a full-time gift store, open-
ing during the different holidays, 
mainly November and December, 
provides adequate business.
“I love the products,” said Deb 
Hatland, academic technology spe-
cialist. “I own many of them. I’ve pur-
chased aprons and tote bags and 
given some of the products as gifts. 
Tammy is a talented individual with 
a heart for the community.”
A fifth-generation seamstress, 
Tammy Neel remembers her moth-
er giving her a lined piece of pa-
per as a child and having her sew 
along the straight lines to practice. 
Her mother owned a retail store in 
Dunkirk, Indiana for over 20 years. 
Known as The Nest Egg, Tammy 
Neel remembers past Taylor facul-
ty stopping by.
“It kind of runs in my blood,” Tam-
my Neel said. “I grew up with that.”
Being family-run, Second Fiddles’ 
products mirror each member’s cre-
ative style. The Neels’ daughter, Es-
ther, is a theater painter, while their 
other daughter, Sarah, is a potter 
and their son, David, runs a bike re-
pair store next to the Second Fid-
dle. It is no doubt talent runs in the 
family. Rob Neel’s love for vintage 
items, Tammy Neel’s seamstress 
skills, added to their children’s vi-
sion and knowledge of popular 
millenial styles and items, create 
products for everyone.
“We all have different design ideas,” 
Tammy Neel said. “(My daughters 
tell me), ‘I’m sure that’s a good idea,’ 
and then that’s the one that sells. . . . 
They’re very skilled and can do just 
about anything.”
Some of Tammy Neel’s favorite and 
most popular pieces are her aprons 
made of vintage table cloths. People 
will bring in their grandmother’s ta-
blecloths, and Tammy Neel trans-
forms them into bright and colorful 
sewn aprons. Other popular items 
include fabric covered journals, vin-
tage school pendants — perfect for a 
father’s Christmas gift — and paper 
items from decades past.
With a wide price range of items, 
some starting at a dollar, Second 
Fiddle’s products appeal to all , 
even somewhat-broke college stu-
dents. They even have a Square 
reader so customers don’t have to 
bring cash.
Tammy Neel, whose desire is to 
someday open a full-time store, 
is content with where the store 
is currently.
“It’s just fun,” Tammy Neel said. 






Creative notes of Christmas
Photograph by Abigail Roberts
Local shop provides 
handmade and 
refurbished holiday gifts
Brazil comes to Taylor
Abigail Roberts 
A&E Editor
The moment one walks into Second Fiddle, customers are  
enveloped by creativity and caught up in the Christmas spirit.
Photograph by Abigail Roberts
The great Taylor Christmas tree contest
- “The Girl from Ipanema”
- “Aquarela do Brasil” - Gal Costa
- “Chega de Saudade” - Tom Jobim
Bruno Modolo Cabrera, adjunct professor of music, also  
plays for a local Indianapolis band known as “The Indigos.”
Photograph provided by Bruno Modolo Cabrera
Brazil’s music is reflective of its 
bright and colorful culture.
Photograph provided by Unsplash
Congratulations to freshman 
Emily Klingstein for earning first 
place with her elaborate tree!
Hats off to junior Michael  
Davisson for his creative tree topper.
The Calling and Career Office takes second place.  
(Left to right) senior Isaac Beaverson, Kim McGary, senior  
Pablo Ortiz, junior Ellie Perkins, senior Graham Ortmann.
Photograph provided by Emily Klingstein Photograph provided by Michael Davisson
Photograph provided by Kim McGary
Honorable Mention to sophomore 
Ethan Rice and the rest of Penthouse.
Photograph provided by Ethan Rice
#1 #2
Photograph by Abigail Roberts
For examples of Brazilian Music take a few of these selections:
“When one pictures Brazil, immediately 
vibrant colors of green, yellow and 
blue come to mind. Brazilian music is 
no different.”
Brazil comes to Taylor
OPINIONS
TheEchoNews.com FRIDAY
Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor (max. 300 words) or guest column 
(max. 600 words) to andrew_hoff@taylor.edu by Tuesday at midnight. Word limits will be enforced. Let-
ters or guest columns exceeding these word limits will either be edited to length by the Opinions page editor 
or the writer may be given the opportunity to do so, at the Opinions page editor’s sole discretion. Please in-
clude a headshot photo of yourself. The Echo only accepts submisions from current faculty, staff or students.
December 8, 2017
“Our understanding of maximum security was that 
the separation was for our safety as a society. What 
happens when you step through those walls?”
Chorale ministers to incarcerated persons
Students to #TakeAKnee
Chorale ministers to incarcerated persons
What happened when 
the Taylor Chorale 




I ’ve watched 
the musical 
“Chicago” once 
or twice, so I 
felt like I had 
a pretty good 
understanding 
of what prison 
was like. On Dec. 6, I found out that I 
was very wrong.
Unlike the movie “Chicago,” there 
were not any scantily clad women 
or inmates dancing behind bars, but 
there was singing.
The Taylor University Chorale was 
given a list of guidelines to prepare 
ourselves for our performance at 
Pendleton Maximum Security Pris-
on. Phones were to be left on the bus. 
All metal jewelry left at home (save 
for small studs for earrings). And we 
were supposed to wear bras without 
underwires if possible.
When we first arrived, we filed off 
the bus and into the waiting room. 
All 54 members of the Taylor Chorale, 
as well as our director JoAnn Rediger 
and accompanist Sheila Todd, were 
in full concert attire. We waited in 
line to be put through the first phase 
of security.
Very much like in TSA security, 
we removed coats and shoes to be 
scanned separately. Then we showed 
our IDs and had our hands stamped 
with an invisible ink. From here there 
were two metal detectors, one body 
scan and a pat down.
Next the group was released incre-
mentally to take a short walk out-
side to where we’d be singing. The 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”









Student news is an 
institutional watchdog
Photograph provided by Katherine Yeager
Watchdog journalism was a featured session at the HSPA Newsroom Seminar.
clouds were pink against a blue sky 
making a contrasting background for 
the mile-high fences and tangles of 
barbed wire.
A lot of us students couldn’t help 
but be apprehensive. Words like 
“nervous” and “uncomfortable” were 
thrown around as we waited. None 
of us wanted to be judgmental, but 
our understanding of maximum se-
curity was that the separation was for 
our safety as a society. What happens 
when you step through those walls?
“They’ve already been judged, that’s 
not our job here.” Warden Dushan Za-
tecky reminded us. Freshman Chorale 
student Lauren Smith emphasized 
that “the only difference between us 
and them (the inmates) is circum-
stance.” But it wasn’t until we met 
the birdhouse builders that we were 
all able to fall completely away from 
judgement and into love.
Two men in jump suits introduced 
themselves to us. One had a large 
beard and ponytail and the other 
glasses and a hat. They told us that 
they made bird and butterfly hous-
es at the prison. There was so much 
Last Saturday morning, eight Echo 
staffers caravanned to the Indianap-
olis Marriott North for the Hoosier 
State Press Association Newsroom 
Seminar and Awards Luncheon, and 
they didn’t come away empty-handed 
— competing with the likes of Indiana 
University and Purdue University, The 
Echo walked away with two of 15 total 
student newspaper awards.
I know, we’re impressive.
However, the seminar wasn’t at 
all about basking in the glory of stu-
dent-run newspapers. The Echo 
staffers were also able to attend ses-
sions during which Indiana press 
experts educated us on all things jour-
nalism, from the photographic side to 
asking the right interview questions.
You, reader: do you happen to re-
member August 2016, when The Indi-
anapolis Star broke the national story 
about how USA Gymnastics covered 
up coaches who had sexually assault-
ed their athletes? Two of the three in-
vestigative journalists who dug up the 
information on those coaches taught 
a session on watchdog journalism 
— again, learning from the real ex-
perts here.
Of course, it was incredible. The 
two of them answered questions on 
communicating with sexual assault 
victims, the importance of following 
tips and fact checking as well as what 
it’s like to be covering something of 
such an important caliber. What they 
revealed about journalism was be-
yond the details they shared, howev-
er interesting those were.
News media has always sat in oppo-
sition to authorities in the sense of a 
“watchdog,” a form of accountability. 
Recently, that role has seemed jeop-
ardized at allegations of “fake news” 
and the discrediting of news bias. As 
journalists, we strive to do our job 
with integrity, and also to be aware 
and questioning the powers-that-be, 
which is an important role nowadays 
(as always).
“Personally, I’m of the opinion that, 
for a paper to best perform its func-
tion, it really needs to stand alone,” 
said Marty Baron in the wonder-
ful investigative journalism film, 
“Spotlight.”
So you see, journalism, and partic-
ularly student journalism, can be an 
important piece of any institution. 
One of the most important roles it 
plays is as a watchdog, which is why, 
in spite of “fake news” and clear bias-
es, news media is still very essential 
to a democratic society.
The Echo provides many opportu-
nities for students of all majors to be 
involved in the journalistic process. 
Students with a high level of passion 
for journalism and Taylor University 
would be a good fit for any of the sec-
tion editor positions. Students with 
similar passion, but limited availabil-
ity, would be a good fit to be a staff 
writer for any section(s). Staff writers 
are assigned no more than one sto-
ry per week, and report to their sec-
tion editor(s). For students desiring 
to write, but unable to write regular-
ly, the role of a contributor may be 
the best fit. Contributors, though un-
paid, can submit stories with what-
ever frequency they choose. For 
students interested in the content ed-
iting process, the position of a copy 
editor may be the best fit. Copy edi-
tors are responsible for reviewing and 
editing all content being published. 
Copy editors must have a keen eye 
for grammar and spelling, and must 
know AP style.
For students wanting to be in-
volved, but with little passion for 
or experience with journalism, The 
Echo still offers suitable positions. 
Designers are responsible for plac-
ing all stories, photos and other con-
tent on the pages. Photographers are 
assigned to shoot photos for various 
stories. Both positions offer a great 
opportunity to build one’s portfolio. 
For those interested in marketing and 
sales, The Echo’s ad team sells ads to 
local businesses, other universities, 
students, clubs and more.
The Echo is for more than just 
journalism majors — just ask our 
Co-Editors in Chief Eric Andrews, a 
sport management major, and Kath-
erine Yeager, a political science, phi-
losophy and economics double major.
To get involved with The Echo, 
email echo@taylor.edu for details.
The opinions expressed here repre-
sent the views of The Echo Editorial 
Board, and not necessarily those of 
Taylor University.
What you need to  
know prior to Silent Night
Rachel Campbell & 
Brecken Mumford




takes over Odle 
Arena, a group 
of students will 
be taking a knee 
during the na-
tional anthem. 
You may have 
heard murmurs 
across campus 
about it. Maybe 
you were invited 
to the informa-
tional meeting 
about it, attended it or know someone 
who did. Administration, Campus Po-
lice, Residence Life and Student De-
velopment have been informed. This 
article is here to share with you, the 
Taylor community, why this peaceful 
demonstration will be taking place.
There are two main aspects influenc-
ing why we will be taking a knee: the na-
tional and the Taylor. When it comes to 
the national issues, we are kneeling in 
conjunction with the original intent of 
Colin Kaepernick to protest high rates 
of brutality toward and the killing of un-
armed people of color by police. It is in-
justice that people we love and know 
face, and is something we need to ad-
dress as a nation and as Christians. This 
is not, and was never intended, to con-
demn or dishonor our armed-services. 
We honor them and their service.
We also understand that some-
times students here at Taylor distance 
themselves from nationally spread is-
sues like this because there is an over-
whelming sense of “I can’t change this.” 
7
However, something we can change 
and impact is Taylor.
This demonstration is not in pro-
test to police brutality within the Tay-
lor community. We want to make that 
clear. This is not in protest to police 
brutality by our Taylor police. We ap-
preciate everything they put into car-
ing for the students on campus and the 
greater Upland community.
Unfortunately, there are incidents of 
racial harassment across campus that 
have happened not only in the past but 
this year as well. We are kneeling to 
bring attention to these.
We need a reporting system com-
parable to Title IX for issues of racial 
injustice. We hope that such a system 
would empower and give control to 
those students who have experienced 
these incidents, and would encourage 
white students to report incidents they 
have seen on the campus. The hope 
would be to provide a safe, effective 
way for students to report because 
these situations often go unreported 
because students don’t want to shake 
up their “community.”
Another point we wish to draw at-
tention to is the severe lack of diverse 
representation within Taylor’s board, 
faculty and staff. We as students can 
only be as great as our staff, and it has 
been remiss of our university to not ad-
dress this with intentionality.
We care for this community and 
want to make sure that we provide 
a welcoming, safe environment for 
everyone. We want people to be in-
formed. We are not doing this for 
shock value or media attention, but 
rather to draw attention to concerns 
we have for our brothers and sisters 
that are hurting.
We’re your peers. We live beside you 
in our halls, we share meals together, 
we go to class together. We’re human 
beings just like you. We’re kneeling out 
of care and love and concern for our 
friends, family and strangers. We want 
to have conversations out of love and 
truth — not anger. We want to listen 
and care.
This is not a demonstration to di-
vide, this is a demonstration to invite 
others into conversation and to action. 
This is an ongoing tension and will not 
go away. We invite you to engage.
Tonight, we’ll all cheer as our players 
make buckets, roar when ‘10’ lights up 
the scoreboard and, at the end of the 
game, we’ll all link arms and sing “Si-
lent Night.”
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Jim Garringer
As the most visible event Taylor hosts, Silent Night has been a venue for protest in the past.
obvious joy as they talked about their 
time in the wood shop at Pendleton.
Then they pulled out a box that 
was full of handmade prayer crosses 
for every single member of the Cho-
rale. Everyone in the circle was taken 
aback in emotion. Here were two men 
who don’t even have their own free-
dom but insisted on giving us a gift.
When the singing started, all the 
over 80 offenders listened intently, 
their eyes either wide with excite-
ment or shut in concentration.
Between songs, members of the 
Chorale would step forward and recite 
Bible verses or English translation of 
the foreign language pieces. The men 
would murmur in agreement as the 
holy word was read. Not once did a 
speaker finish without the offenders 
jumping in with a chorus of “amen”s.
College student and inmate alike 
sang Christmas carols together in the 
sing along portion of the concert. Tears 
were in the eyes of half the audience 
and performers by the time we fin-
ished the concert. Everyone began to 
mingle for just a few brief moments.
At least four men introduced them-
selves as members of the Pendleton 
Choir. One proudly showed us a stack 
of sheet music that he was excited to 
get working on.
“God bless you”s and “See you next 
year”s were exchanged.
These men were brimming with 
more of God’s spirit and love than any-
one I had seen in a long time. Including 
when I look in the mirror.
I thought when Taylor Chorale went 
to Pendleton Prison that we would be 
there to give. I never expected that I 
would’ve walked away with the most 
beautiful prayer cross in my pock-
et. But even better than that the “of-
fenders” of Pendleton Prison taught 
me what unity with God’s children 
is despite the most different possi-
ble circumstances.
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Elizabeth Carrier
Chorale members freshmen 
Elizabeth Carrier and Madeline 
Logan pose in Rupp recently. 
Photograph by Andrew Hoff
The Echo staff was honored  
twice during the Awards Luncheon.
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Counseling Center 
organizes activities  
to help decrease stress
Chin Yi Oh
Staff Writer
The Counseling Center organized 
multiple activities throughout dead 
week to help students reduce and 
manage stress and anxiety levels. The 
purpose of these week-long activities 
was to provide a space where stu-
dents can engage in fun, grounding 
and emotionally regulating activities.
For this week, the staff the Coun-
seling Center brainstormed events 
that were grounding, mindfully re-
laxing and anxiety-reducing for the 
student body. The goal was to pro-
vide events that settled students’ 
nervous systems, as well as to help 
increase the window of tolerance 
for things that are stressful and 
fear-inducing.
“Yoga and (massages) are incred-
ibly beneficial in regulating our 
nervous systems, which is help-
ful because when we experience a 
threat ( finals week could be expe-
rienced as a threat), we are likely 
to kick into fight-or-flight,” Direc-
tor of the Counseling Center Car-
oline Poland said. “Our ability to 
think clearly and to regulate reduc-
es when we get into fight-or-flight, 
so we wanted to have activities (dai-
ly) that would help soothe and calm 
the nervous system.”
The Counseling Center’s hope 
was to provide events to allow stu-
dents to refuel, care for and teach 
themselves new grounding skills. 
The Counseling Center hopes stu-
dents use these transferable skills 
throughout their lives.
On Monday, “De-stress with 
Christmas fun” was held in the 
Haines Atrium, while table massag-
es were offered on Tuesday for one 
dollar a minute. High Intensity In-
terval Training (HIIT) was held on 
Wednesday, and on Thursday a ses-
sion where students could discover 
creative ways to eat healthy with-
out leaving their dorm was held. A 
stressless study spot was featured in 
the Howell Galleria throughout the 
week. Students were invited to come 
to an atmosphere with food, drinks 
and fun, relaxing items like Play-Doh 
and exercise balls were provided.
“We also remember how dead 
week and finals week felt to us, and 
want to provide some relief to the 
stressors that exist,” Poland said.
According to Poland, to manage 
stress, students should engage in 
calming their nervous system. If 
students choose not to take the 
time to regulate themselves, they 
will go into fight-or-flight, or go into 
a freeze response. To avoid this, stu-
dents can try to regularly engage in 
activities that will settle their ner-
vous system and recharge and refuel 
them. These activities could be yoga, 
deep breathing, grounding or mind-
fulness activities, exercise, reading 
or time with friends.
The Counseling Center’s hope is 
that as these events become more 
of a regular occurrence on campus. 
The goal is to have more students 
utilize these resources and en-
courage others in their lives to join 
them to recognize and manage their 
stress and anxiety.
“The table massage was really 
nice,” senior Chester Chan said. “I 
hadn’t done something like that 
before. My back hurts particularly 
when I’m getting stressed, so it was 
very timely. I imagine the Counsel-
ing Center took some of the cost, so 
I’m really thankful for that!”
Freshman Rachel Weikart said the 
exercise balls help her because she 
is someone who normally bounces 
Townies and Trojans: Part three
Local businesses 




Upland is a small town housing a 
small university. But how those sto-
ries connect is what matters.
Taylor University boasts about 2,000 
students and Upland has around 3,800 
people according to Suburbanstats.
org. When it comes to small towns, 
getting involved in an organization 
or finding a job can feel like a difficult 
task. With less than double Taylor’s 
population, Upland may be a daunt-
ing place to try to find work.
But this is not the case. Several 
places in Upland are either look-
ing for volunteers or workers to 
strengthen the community and their 
business. Places such as RedBarn, 
Helping Hand and various youth 
groups in the area are always look-
ing for volunteers.
RedBarn is a before and after 
school program for Eastbrook stu-
dents directed by Troy Shockey. It 
is made possible through a partner-
ship between Youth for Christ and 
Lightrider Ministries, according 
RedBarn’s website. As a member of 
the football team, junior defensive 
lineman Jordan Bostick said sev-
eral members of the team get in-
volved regularly.
“Having the opportunity to give 
Joe on the Go is one of many Upland businesses to employ  
both IWU and Taylor students, such as IWU junior, Tirzah Bannach.
Photograph by Gabby Carlson
De-stressing throughout dead week
Photograph by Halie Owens
“We also remember how dead week and finals 
week felt to us, and want to provide some relief 
to the stressors that exist.”
De-stressing for dead week
back to the community that I go to 
school in is very valuable,” Bostick 
said. “Knowing the struggles that 
some kids go through and knowing 
the RedBarn is their outlet makes me 
want to have a positive impact. . . . I 
want to set an example for kids and 
be a positive role model for them.”
Getting involved in volunteer work 
is not the only way to participate in 
community life in Upland. 
Peter Cho (’16) worked as an in-
tern at the Upland Print and Stitch. 
The owner Andrew Preston worked 
out a deal with Cho to let him use 
his equipment and listen to his ex-
pertise in exchange for Cho’s help on 
small projects.
“Since being home (Chicago 
suburb), I have also realized the 
importance of not taking for grant-
ed the kindness of the community in 
Upland,” Cho said. “It is crazy that I 
could just walk in, make friends and 
start working with a small business 
and feel so welcomed.”
Working in the local businesses of 
Upland is beneficial to many even af-
ter college, and the owners lead the 
students in wisdom and by example.
“I think what (Shockey) is doing 
at RedBarn is only the beginning of 
something bigger and better,” Bos-
tick said. “I loved being involved and 
would encourage people that want 
to find a way to impact the commu-
nity to go to the RedBarn.”
echo@taylor.edu
Junior Clementine Muteteri plays with a de-stressing toy the Counseling Center provided.
The Echo wins two HSPA writing awards
Taylor was the only 
private college to win  
an award at the luncheon
Chrysa Keenon
News Co-Editor
Last weekend, the staff members 
of The Echo represented Taylor at 
the Hoosier State Press Association 
Newsroom Seminar and Awards 
Luncheon. Co-Editor in Chief Eric 
Andrews won second place in the 
Sports Writing category, and con-
tributor and senior Becca Robb won 
third place in the Editorial/Opinion 
Writing category.
Taylor was the only private school 
to win an award at the conference. 
In the Sports Writing category, Ball 
State University placed first, and In-
diana University placed third. In the 
Editorial/Opinion Writing category, 
Indiana University placed first, and 
Ball State placed second.
“The Echo, interestingly, competes 
with student newspapers at public 
and private universities, from Indi-
ana University to Ball State Univer-
sity, and from Indiana Wesleyan to 
Wabash College, and many others,” 
said Faculty Adviser Alan Blanchard. 
“Our student journalists Eric An-
drews and Becca Robb facing and 
besting stiff competition adds a 
level of significance. They are typi-
cal of the excellence for which each 
and every member of The Echo staff 
(strives) to achieve.”
Contest judges wrote the following 
about Andrews’ second place Sports 
Writing award: “This piece address-
es an interesting element of conten-
tion within a sport and provides a 
multi-faceted understanding of what 
Photograph provided by Katherine Yeager
Members of The Echo staff represented Taylor at the Hoosier State Press  
Association Newsroom Seminar and Awards Luncheon on Saturday in Indianapolis.
her legs, and she can bounce on the 
balls instead. 
If students are not able to attend 
large events, Poland advises stu-
dents to take deep breaths and situ-
ate themselves as they sit in class or 
walk from one place to another. The 
more proactive students are, the 
less stress builds up in their systems.
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goes into the general argument. The 
views of coaches, experts and more 
provide a well-rounded view on 
this topic.”
Contest judges wrote the follow-
ing about Robb’s third place Edito-
rial/Opinion Writing award: “Great 
job addressing an important issue. 
The way you offered three clear sug-
gestions for change worked well 
here. Traditionally, that format is 
considered too much like an En-
glish essay for journalistic writing. 
In this case, it breaks the column 
up into more digestible sections 
for readers who are skimming. The 
piece would have benefitted from 
evidence of additional research be-
yond your own experiences. Dig a 
bit deeper to find out how much 
your proposals would cost, inter-
view outside experts, etc.”
echo@taylor.edu
From our squad to yours,
Merry Christmas from The Echo!
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